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Leiston Beekeepers’ AGM Report

What is happening at the entrance of your hive?

All existing officers were re-elected and funds
are in a healthy state. I (Laurie) stood down from
the committee after 20 years service. The
committee made a presentation to me in
recognition of my efforts for the Leiston
Association over the years. (I am not going
away!)

You can learn what is going on inside the hive by studying the activity at
the hive entrance. At this time of year on sunny and relatively warm days
older bees will be out collecting pollen and the others will be collecting
water. Younger bees will be out facing the hive dancing about in erratic
jerky circles. What is happening?

Suffolk Beekeepers’ AGM Report
The Leiston Association hosted the Suffolk
Beekeepers’ Association’s Annual General
Meeting on 6 March 2013. There were reports
from all the officers and its funds are also
healthy. All officers’ posts were reaffirmed. The
meeting was followed by an interesting talk From
Jane Moseley Director of Operations and
General Secretary of the BBKA.

Come and hear a talk by Ricky Kather on
Varroa Mite Camouflage
at
Ipswich and East Suffolk Assn.
Wednesday 17 Apr 2013 7:30pm.
Scout Hall, Kesgrave IP5 1JF (map)
************

Ricky a PhD student now in her third
year, she is funded in part by Eastern Region
beekeepers and is studying the effect of Varroa
transmitted viral diseases on the honeybee recognition
system. She has already published a paper describing
how bees recognise each other.
All Suffolk members welcome!

The apiary opens but where is spring?
The apiary will open at 2.30pm every Saturday from
now until the end of the season.

Who’s for France?

The bees are collecting fresh pollen, water and learning where they live.
Although there is stored pollen in the hive for food for developing larva as
soon as fresh pollen becomes available outside from snowdrops, aconites
and crocus the bees will avidly collect and use this fresh pollen in
preference to the stored pollen.
Young bees doing the erratic dance are looking and learning where they
live and by slowly enlarging their dance circles are memorising the nearby
landmarks to ensure they can safely return home from future foraging trips.
You will also see on warm days about midday lots of young bees from the
rapidly expanding colony exit the hive and do this erratic dance creating a
loud buzz then finally returning to the hive.
Water is collected to dilute the stored honey as larva cannot digest ‘full
strength’ honey and it needs to be diluted. It is a good idea to put water near
to your hive in a washing up bowl with a brick placed in it for a convenient
landing stage. This winter has been long and cold and because of this the
colonies are holding back and are slow to expand. Those beekeepers that
were frugal when feeding their bees last autumn may be reaping the results
of this behaviour as their bees’ die of starvation.

Lies damn lies and statistics!
In March this year Fera reported on their research on the ‘Effects of
neonicotinoid seed treatments on bumble bee colonies under
field conditions’. Fera used three groups of bumblebee colonies in
different landscapes. Two groups were placed near known crops
treated with neonicotinoids. The other ‘control’ group were placed
in an area where no known neonicotinoids were present. This control
group was to be used for comparison purposes in field conditions.
This study was compromised at its conclusion as the control group
was found to have neonicotinoids within it. It therefore could not be
sensibly used for comparison with the other groups of bumblebees in
the study. But this did not deter Fera. They used complicated
statistical tools to “control for these baseline differences” These are
Fera’s words. Fera reported no concerns with neonicotinoids as a
result of this study.
“What the study did show was that neonicotinoids are everywhere in
the environment and makes comparable field studies near impossible
to carry out...editor”. For full report see: http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/scienceResearch/scienceCapabilities/c
hemicalsEnvironment/documents/reportPS2371Mar13.pdf

There is some light at the end of the tunnel

Leiston Beekeepers on a visit to an apiary in France 2007

The European Commission’s Standing Committee on the Food
Chain and Animal Health failed to reach qualified majority vote on
banning three specific neonicotinoids… Some light at the end of the
tunnel for campaigners: “Member states now have two months to
find a compromise, otherwise the European Commission will be free
to unilaterally ban the pesticides” Reuters reported. This can only
happen if the Commission takes the case to appeal.

A Guide to Inspections - From April until the end of June
What happens in the hive from January - March?
The bees are beginning to stir now the days are getting longer. The worker bees will be feeding the queen a little honey
and she will respond by laying a few eggs at the centre of the winter cluster. The bees closest to the eggs will vibrate
their wing muscles to keep the eggs at 35degC to enable them to hatch into larva. The only food available is their stores
of honey and pollen in the hive. These larvae are fed with royal jelly pollen and honey. The honey has to be diluted with
condensation collected from inside the hive, as the larva cannot digest undiluted honey. If the weather is warm enough
you may see the bees bringing in pollen from aconites, snowdrops and hazel. Fresh pollen is always better than stored
pollen and seeing it being brought into the hive is a sign of a healthy colony. From now until the end of March the
winter bees will gradually die and be carried out of the hive but will be replaced by new bees from this early brood
rearing. The winter population of 8000 bees will gradually die out and be replaced by this early brood rearing. By the
time of the first inspection in early April all the bees will be young.

What you should be seeing on the combs during inspections (things will be delayed somewhat this season)
April … Inspections will now be every seven days, weather permitting. The
weather should be getting warmer and the blossoms appearing. The odd drone
will be seen and the population should be increasing dramatically. A good
brood pattern will be in the ratio of 1:2:4; that is eggs/larva/sealed brood. If
you see a circle of sealed brood in the centre of the comb these will be
surrounded with larva and these will be surrounded with eggs. The pattern
will change when the sealed brood hatches it will be replaced with eggs. The
larva will then be sealed brood and the eggs larva. And so the pattern goes on.
Supers will need to be put on the hive now.
May … With good weather a flow of nectar and pollen coming in the queen
will be reaching her peak laying rate and there should be brood filling the
brood chamber. Add more supers if the bees are crowded in them - give them
space. Watch out for signs of swarming. If there are queen cups with eggs the
colony wants to swarm. At this stage you may squash these to delay
swarming. You can delay swarming but eventually you will have to do swarm
management to keep your bees together. For artificial swarming an additional
hive will be necessary. For artificial swarming method see: http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/artswarm.html

June … Unswarmed colonies will have lots of bees and the queen’s laying will slacken. If you have oil seed rape
honey in the supers now is the time to take it off or it will crystallise in the comb. You can take a crop of honey now but
be aware that the bees need a lot of food and June can be a funny month for a nectar supply. Continue swarm
inspections.

The illustrations seen on this page are from the publication ‘Bees at the bottom of the Garden’ by Alan
Campion illustrations by Gay Hodgson. An excellent, inexpensive, non-technical book on how to keep bees.
	
  
Stop Press.
This website is a mine of information about beekeeping. Roger Patterson now is the webmaster of the site. Well worth a visit.
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/newhome.html	
  

