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Latest Field Research on Bees Raises Concern about Low-Dose Pesticides
(“It’s pretty damning,” says Prof David Goulson, at the University of Stirling and leader of one of the research teams.)
Listen to Prof. David Goulson ‘Science in Action BBC World Service’ 2 April 2012 http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p00q86pb/Science_In_Action_29_03_2012/

Five years ago, bees made headlines when a mysterious condition called colony collapse disorder decimated honey bee colonies
in parts of the United States…Now bees are poised to be in the news again, this time because of evidence that systemic nicotinoid
insecticides, a common way to protect crops, indirectly harm these important pollinators...these insecticides have been implicated
as they occur at trace levels in the nectar and pollen of crop plants…Two field studies reported online this week in Science
document problems. In bumble bees, exposure to one such chemical leads to a dramatic loss of queens and could help explain the
insects' decline. In honey bees, another insecticide interferes with the foragers' ability to find their way back to the hive.
Researchers say these findings are cause for concern and will increase pressure to improve pesticide testing and regulation.
Full article published In Science Magazine 30 March 2012

Oilseed rape and neonicotinoid treatments
The acreage of oil seed rape has been expanding greatly over the last fifteen years and is now the second largest combinable crop
grown in the UK. Neonicotinoids are used extensively on this crop.

Is this why moths, butterflies, and flying insects are declining?
All insects are wild pollinators of the countryside providing food for all wildlife. Rothamsted Research has been carrying out an
insect survey in agricultural arable fields for many years. The results have shown that the levels of insects trapped and recorded
remained fairly stable from 1973 until 2002 but since then have recorded considerable declines. This data - although Rothamsted
make no claims as to the reason for these declines other than a possible link to global warming - illustrates the declining
populations of farmland insects. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds conducted a car number plate ‘insect splat’ test in
2004 throughout the country and recorded an average splat rate on a number plate of one insect splat per five miles driven. A
surprisingly, low number. Those of us that are over fifty years of age will remember on a summer evening drive having their car
windscreens being plastered with insects!

Pollen beetles now resistant to pyrethroid insecticides.
Bayer, the agrochemical crop protection company, recommends, in the south and east of England, where resistance is now well
established to pyrethroid pollen beetle treatments, Biscaya (a neonicotinoid spray) is the treatment of choice.

Advice to East Anglian farmers by - Crop Watch’ - Farmers Weekly Magazine’s Regional Advisory Group
(Tim Bullock on April 3, 2012 9:26 AM)

“The first of the oilseed rape crops are now starting to flower. This means that the pollen beetles are now a beneficial rather than
a pest. Once flowers open, they will come to those flowers first to harvest pollen rather than burrowing into the unopened flower
buds. While collecting pollen, they are also pollinating the crop. There are likely to be bees around the crop as well, so don't
spray for pollen beetle once the crop is flowering.
Attention is now turning to the sclerotinia (Editor. fungus) threats. The forecasting service is suggesting that the potential threat is
high this year, but night temperatures are well below 7 degrees (we had another frost last night, the 4th in week) and there is
no/little rain forecast. This means that the threat is still relatively low at the moment, even though sclerotinia germination started
in March.….I am recommending Galileo (picoxystobin) at this first timing and saving the Filan (Boscalid) for the second
sclerotina spray”. (Editor’s note - both these sprays are from the neonicotinoid group of pesticides).

Better bee - lieve it

(with thanks to Private Eye 6 April 2012)

Apiary 2012 Programme
Every Saturday at 2:30pm
A brief summary of apiary activities.
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Spring clean the hives. Is queen laying? The odd drone should
appear and the colony should be rapidly expanding
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Nectar and pollen is coming fast. The queen should be reaching
her greatest rate of lay and brood should be across most of
brood box. New queens will be clipped and marked before the
colony gets very crowded. Supers will be added when necessary
and a watch kept for swarming preparations. We will have a
spare hive ready to artificially swarm where necessary.
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Unswarmed colonies will be very populous. The queen’s rate of
lay should start to slacken. Rape honey will be taken for
extraction or it will granulate in the comb but leaving enough
food to cover the ‘June gap’. We will keep checking the
unswarmed colonies
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The main nectar flow should occur. The hive population
diminishes as the queen’s laying rate falls. We will continue to
add supers as necessary. Swarming can still occur so we will still
be checking the unswarmed colonies. We may unite any
artificially swarmed colonies.
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Swarm controls are no longer required. The hive entrance will
be reduced to prevent robbing wasps or other bees. The honey
crop will be taken. Drones are still present and activity slackens.
We will treat for varroa.

1

After varroa treatment is complete we will feed the bees sugar
syrup to replace their winter stores. Usually up to 9 litres of
syrup. Feed all colonies at the same time in the late evening.

Dec

Oxalic acid treatment.

Wanted!
A County Examinations Secretary
It is really good that so many are taking the BBKA’s examinations and assessments
but it does mean that the County Education Secretary is just a little over busy.
Would someone like to take on the job of coordinating applications and making sure
that exams and assessments take place as they ought? No beekeeping expertise is
needed; just a reasonably well organised mind! The BBKA job description is
available from Jeremy Quinlan, 01473 737700 or JeremyQ@tiscali.co.uk.

Stop Press

- Spray damage to bees in Leiston member’s apiary; but not fatal.

At a visit to hives in early April a club member found many dead bees at the front and
live bees fighting at the hive entrances. There was oil seed rape about to flower in
striking distance that had recently been sprayed. The Bee Inspector has attended and has
taken a sample of bees away to be tested. Watch this space!!
To view all Suffolk Beekeepers’ Association Newsletters see http://www.suffolkbeekeepers.co.uk

Metamorphosis - Egg to Bee
Worker bee - infertile female
Open cell:
Fertilised egg – 3days
Larva - 5days
(4 moults)
Sealed cell:
Pupa - 12/13days
(2 moults)
To emergence 20/21days
Lifespan of summer bees up to
40days; winter bees 4 months
Drone bee - fertile male
Open cell:
Unfertilised egg – 3days
Larva -7days
(4moults)
Sealed cell:
Pupa – 13/14days
(2 moults)
To emergence 23/24days
Lifespan up to 50days
Queen bee - fertile female
Open cell:
Fertilised egg – 3days
Larva – 5days
(4moults)
Sealed cell:
Pupa – 8days
(2 moults)
To emergence 16days
Lifespan 3-4years
Coming Events:
Suffolk Game and Country Fair
– Glemham Hall 6/7 May.
Suffolk Show – Trinity Park 7&8
June
Heveningham Hall Fair-Sunday
8 July a great day out.
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